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MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT ST ALBAN’S CHURCH, WITHERNWICK 
AT 7.00 PM ON WEDNESDAY 16TH JANUARY 2019 

 
PRESENT:   CLLR MR C SHARP (CHAIRMAN) 

CLLRS MR P BOYLE, MRS D CARR, MR S CROFT, MRS E GROVE, MRS C WILKIE AND MR 
G WILKINSON. 

CLERK:   MR B MCMAHON 
 

114. Councillor John Mann 

The Chairman paid tribute to Councillor John Mann, who very sadly passed away recently.  He said he had 
been a Parish Councillor for many years, providing many hours of his own time to the benefit of Withernwick.  
He was the Council’s representative on the Poors Charity for a number of years and also served recently as 
the Council’s representative on the Withernwick Wind Farm Fund, where he made an important contribution 
to the work of the fund.  Over the last year, he had to undergo some serious operations, but always came 
back with a smile.  John played Santa at the Christmas Fair with his usual great smile and did a sterling job, 
but sadly it turned out to be his last public duty.  He passed away on Boxing Day, with his family around him. 
 
As marks of respect, the Council stood for a minutes silence and on the day of his funeral, 22nd January 2019, 
the Union Flag would be flown at half-mast. 
 

115. Co-Option of Councillor 

The Council noted Mr George Pedder's application to be co-opted on to the Council, to fill an existing 
vacancy.  In the absence of any other applications, the Council unanimously resolved to accept his 
application and welcomed him onto the Council with immediate effect. 
The Clerk issued the required Declaration of Acceptance and Declaration of Interests forms.  A copy of the 
Code of Conduct had previously been issued. 
 

116. Questions or Comments from Residents or the Public 

There were 7 residents present at the meeting. 
Of them, one requested an opportunity to state their opposing views on a possible planning application, 
which was expected to be lodged with the Planning Authority shortly.  It concerned a potential new dwelling 
which had been the subject of a presentation to Councillors at the previous Parish Council meeting (5th 
December 2018).  They were concerned that the Parish Council should respect and maintain the existing 
village limit and conservation area boundaries, both of which they understood this application would seek to 
circumvent.  They were concerned that if the Parish Council agreed to such an application, a precedent 
would be set, with unwelcome consequences for the village. 
The Chairman reminded those present that the Parish Council had a duty to objectively consider all aspects 
of these issues before reaching any conclusions.  However, he suggested that because of the clear strength of 
feeling about this matter, if the application arrived between meetings, a special meeting would be convened 
to deal with the issue.    
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117. Apologies 

There were no apologies. 
 

118. Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 

Cllr Croft in the event of anything connected to the activities of Rathlin. 
 

119. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 5th December 2018 were unanimously 
approved as a true and correct record. 
 

120. Matters arising from the Previous Minutes 

a. High Street.  ERYC Highways have agreed to raise an order to install a new directional sign, in an 
attempt to alleviate the existing problems with this junction.  

 

121. Planning 
 

 a. The Council considered the following planning applications received: None 
    
 b. The Council considered responses to consultation on applications since last 

meeting: 
None 

    
 c. The Council noted decisions from ERYC in respect of earlier consultations:  
    
  (1) 18/03340/PLB Withernwick Hall, Great Hatfield Road, Withernwick. 

Installation of 22 replacement sliding sash windows at ground and first floor level and 
repair and refurbishment of 2 second floor windows. 
The ERYC resolved to grant planning permission subject to certain conditions. 

    
 

122. Finance 

 a. The following payments were unanimously approved: 
     
  (1) HAPS – Grass cutting  - December 2018  £163.01 
  (2) HAPS – Grass cutting – January 2019 £163.01 
     
 b. The Council unanimously approved the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 1st January 2019, 

showing a total net balance of £23,254.68, as checked and signed by Cllr E Grove. 
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123. Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPO) 

As mentioned at a previous meeting, the ERYC are about to launch their review of PSPOs already in 
existence.  This village has one in place concerning Dog Fouling. 
The Council unanimously resolved to maintain this PSPO in place for a further 3 years. 
 
 

124. Bus Shelter. 20.30 

A resident has suggested that perhaps it’s time for the Bus Shelter on Main Street to be removed.  Apart 
from the absence of any buses serving the shelter, it appears its only current use is as a waste disposal point, 
frequently being full of rubbish and beer cans in particular! 

The Chairman pointed out that this had been raised a few years ago.  The difficulty with the Shelter is that it 
is an integral part of the property behind.  To demolish or remove it, would require, firstly the adjacent 
property owner’s permission and secondly it would have to be carried out by a qualified builder, which 
inevitably would come at a serious cost.  He went on to point out that ERYC are responsible for empting out 
the bins in the village and do so at least once a week.  He said he would contact them and ask that the 
Shelter be cleaned out at the same time.  Cllr Pedder agreed to monitor the situation and report back to the 
Parish Council when required. 

 
 

125. PROW (No 5). 

Cllr Wilkie raised the issue of the poor standard of this path. 
The Clerk was already aware of this issue – the dilapidated state of the steps up from Monks Walk to the field 
above - and had previously raised the problem with ERYC in late December.  Their Countryside Access Officer 
has now raised an order to have the steps in question repaired.  At this point, a date for the fix is not known. 

 
 

126. Village Hall. 

Cllr Croft, as Chairman of the Village Hall sub-committee, provided an interim update to the Council on the 
results of the recent Public Meeting, called to determine the resident’s views on a village facility.   He said 
that a huge number of residents had attended, with well in excess of 100 people being there.  Of these, the 
greater majority (over 90%) were clearly in favour of the idea of a village facility, showing this by either 
completing the leaflet delivered to every home or as handed out at the meeting and with a show of hands at 
the meeting itself.  The verdict was a clear mandate to proceed with the task, as previously agreed by the 
Parish Council. 
The next steps for the sub-committee would be to review existing facilities in use in other parishes, attempt 
to identify possible funding sources, draw up a list of requirements to be in the facility (a wish list), create a 
list of potential sites and initiate feasibility studies on them.  
Cllr Croft stated that when there is some substantive progress to report, he will bring it to the whole Council. 
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127. Trees in Churchyard. 

The Contractor had promised to be on site during the week commencing 28th January to carry out the 
required survey.  Based on the results of that survey, the Council will decide on how to take it forward. 

 
 

128. Any other Business.  None 

 
 

129. Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed for Wednesday 20th February 2019 at 7 pm, in St Albans 
Church. 
 
 
 
The Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed.......................................................... (Chairman)                     Date....................................... 


