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CHAIRMAN:  COUNCILLOR CHARLES SHARP 
 

PARISH CLERK:  MR B MCMAHON 
07740 270781 

clerk@withernwickparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT ST ALBAN’S CHURCH, WITHERNWICK 
AT 7.00 PM ON WEDNESDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2018 

 
PRESENT:   CLLR MR C SHARP (CHAIRMAN) 

CLLRS MR P BOYLE, MRS D CARR, MR S CROFT, MRS E GROVE, MRS C WILKIE AND MR 
G WILKINSON. 

CLERK:   MR B MCMAHON 
 

100. Questions or Comments from Residents or the Public 

A period of up to fifteen minutes for members of the public to ask questions of the Parish Council or to make 
representations about a matter to be discussed in the meeting. 
 

a. Mr Ian Lanham of Lanham Associates addressed the Council to explain an application they were 
about to deliver to the East Riding Planning Authority, on behalf of a resident of our village.  The 
application would be to hopefully construct a dwelling in the village, but just outside the existing 
village limit.  The application would be submitted with full supporting evidence.   
He said that when the proposal eventually came before the Parish Council, Councillors would be able 
to make an informed decision on whether to support or object.  

 
b. Mr Tom Selkirk, UK Manager for Rathlin Energy (UK), provided an update to the Council on 
current and future plans and also provided an outline table of events going forward.  He assured the 
Council that if complaints were made about something Rathlin were doing incorrectly on site, these 
would be investigated and where appropriate, remedial action taken.  He distributed cards containing 
the appropriate phone numbers. 
 

101. Apologies 

Apologies were received from Councillor J Mann. 
 

102. Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 

Cllr Croft in the event of anything connected to the activities of Rathlin. 
 

103. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 17th October 2018 were unanimously 
approved as a true and correct record. 
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104. Matters arising from the Previous Minutes 

a. Flag Pole.  The Flag Pole has now been installed and in time for Remembrance Sunday.  ERYC 
Centenary Fund has kindly awarded a grant of £500 towards its costs, for which a vote of thanks is to 
be recorded.  Furthermore, a vote of thanks must also be extended to both Mr Matthew Grove and 
Cllr Stephen Croft for their kind assistance in arranging the installation of the Flag Pole. 

 
b. Rural Partnership.  Cllr Wilkinson updated the Council on his recent meeting with this 
organisation.  He said that he came away with the details of the large number of very useful local 
contacts – organisations within the Rural Partnership – all of whom could be enormously helpful, 
particularly with regard to Village Halls.  Furthermore, a number of local funding groups and 
organisations were present and again, their contact details were obtained. 

 
c. Remembrance Sunday 2018.  The Chairman thanked all those from the Council who attended 
the service, particularly Cllr Croft for reading out the list of the fallen.  He said the event was very well 
attended and described by everybody as a nice service.  Cllr Croft commented on the talents of the 
young man, Bradlee, who played the trumpet so movingly.  He commended Aldbrough School for 
bringing the Withernwick school children back to the village for their own Remembrance event each 
year, on a date as close to Remembrance Sunday as possible.  The Chairman added that he hoped that 
young Bradlee would be able and willing to play again next year. 

 

105. Planning 
 

 a. The Council considered the following planning applications received:  
    
  (1) Withernwick Conservation Area - T1 Willow; section fell due to the tree having a heavy 

lean causing concerns due to the potential failure  
The Council unanimously resolved to support the application. 

    
 b. The Council considered responses to consultation on applications since last 

meeting: 
None 

    
 c. The Council noted decisions from ERYC in respect of earlier consultations:  
    
  (1) Erection of detached two storey garage.  Ref 18/03247/PLF  Holly House Church Lane. 

Application approved. 
    
  (2) Variation of Condition 1 (temporary period) to extend the period of exploration and 

testing of planning reference 15/03056/STVAR for a further 36 months. 
Application approved. 
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106. Finance 
 
 a. The Council noted the receipt of a grant of £500 towards cost of the Flag Pole and a Union 

Flag (as explained earlier), leaving a balance of £307.54 which has been met from Council 
Funds. 

   
 b. The following payments were unanimously approved: 
     
  (1) HAPS – Grass cutting  - November 2018 £163.01 
  (2) Flag Pole invoice £414.00 
  (3) Union Flag invoice £67.14 
  (4) Installation of Flag Pole invoice £326.40 
     
 c. The Council unanimously approved the Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 1st November 

2018, showing a total net balance of £24,111.86 and as checked and signed by Cllr E Grove. 
   
 d. The Council considered the precept for 2019/20.  The Council noted that because ERYC had 

confirmed the Tax Base for next year had reduced to 165.8 (a reduction of 1.3 over last year), 
this meant that a standstill Band D rate of £43.82 would result in a reduced overall precept of 
£7,265.  The Council reiterated its strategy of continuing to freeze the Council Tax burden on 
taxpayers by accepting this reduced Parish Council Precept next year.  Any shortfalls in 
expenditure would be met from reserves. 
This was unanimously approved. 

 

107. Village Hall. 

A resolution was proposed to create a sub-committee of the Parish Council, titled the ‘Village Hall 
Committee’, with a mandate to investigate the possibility of providing a new Village Hall for the village.  
Chaired by Cllr Croft and Cllr Wilkinson as a member, this sub-committee could invite or co-opt other 
interested individuals to assist them to fulfil their mandate.  After some considerable discussion and 
agreement to provide a report on progress to the Parish Council at their full meeting scheduled for 20 
February 2019, the resolution was passed unanimously. 
(Afternote:  A working budget of £200 was subsequently approved to cover incidentals such as leaflets, 
adverts etc.) 
 

108. Humber and Wolds Rural Action (HWRA). 

Cllr Wilkinson agreed to attend this organisation’s AGM on 18th December at Swanland Village Hall.  
 

109. West Newton Community Liaison Committee. 

Mr Matthew Grove agreed to be the ‘Resident Representative’ on this committee, in addition to Cllr Sharp as 
the Parish Council representative. 
 
 
 

Initials: ………………………………………… 
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110. Other Items of Information 

Any other correspondence or other matters to be verbally reported by the Clerk. 
 

a. Councillor Vacancy.  Mr George Pedder has expressed an interest in this vacancy and agreed to 
submit a letter of application for consideration by Councillors. 

 

111. Any other Business 

 
a. High Street.  Cllr Croft raised the recurring issue of vehicles failing to turn right at the Falcon Inn 
corner, but inadvertently carrying on along High Street.  Once they realize their error, they attempt to 
turn around on what is a narrow road, inevitably causing problems to local residents and in some 
cases, damage to their property.  Cllr Croft requested that the Council once again writes a letter of 
complaint to ERYC, asking them to look again at resolving this issue once and for all.  It was suggested 
that the letter should be copied to our Ward Councillor, John Holtby. 
This was unanimously agreed and would be dealt with by the Clerk.  

 
b. Memorial Ground.  On behalf of the Council, the Chairman subsequently added a vote of thanks 
to Mr Mike Soper and Cllr Paul Boyle for their time and effort in putting up the Christmas Lights 
around the Memorial Ground.  The display is as always, very effective and cheerful. 

 
 

112. Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed for Wednesday 16th January 2019 at 7 pm, in St Albans 
Church. 
 
 
The Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.05 pm and wished everybody a Merry Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed.......................................................... (Chairman)                     Date....................................... 


